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it will be a decade before elec-
tric vehicles form even a quar-

ter of the automotive industry’s 
sales in major markets, says 
Rolf Bulander, head, global 
mobility solutions, Robert 
Bosch who is also a member of 
the german company’s board 
of management. developments 
in the conventional combus-
tion engines will, therefore, 
continue to play a crucial role 
in meeting emission require-
ments, bulander adds.  even 
as countries are pushing elec-
tric mobility as a solution to 
increasing air pollution, india 

too is pushing for electric vehi-
cles (evs). ministers have talked 
about plans to allow sale of 
only evs from 2030. bulander 

considers india’s target ‘ambi-
tious and aspirational’, but 
warns that relying on govern-
ment subsidy for long would 
not help in making the evs 
mainstream; on the contrary, 
industry should find ways to 
get the cost down to push for 
larger adoption of evs. “we 
believe, in worldwide figures 
by 2025, there will be a pene-
tration of 20 per cent of elec-
trified cars,” he adds. the ev 
market, bulander feels, will 
reach an inflection point by 
2025, from where it would  
take off.     u

railway minister piyush 
goyal met José María 

Oriol, ceo, Talgo – the span-
ish manufacturer of inter-
city, standard and high speed 
trains – who offered to build 
the light-weight, energy-effi-
cient spanish talgo trains in 
the country under the ‘make 
in india’ initiative. the meet-
ing was significant, as the 
project to introduce these 
trains has been in cold stor-
age since the indian railways 
conducted trials last year to 
validate their speed poten-
tial. according to sources, 
during the meeting oriol told 
goyal that the company was 
open to ‘everything’ – from 
manufacturing the coaches 
to entire train sets in india. 
the minister was assured that 
the company supported the 
government’s make in india 
campaign and ‘risked com-
ing to india at their own cost’, 
because they wanted to ‘man-
ufacture’ in the country, a 
ministry official said. what 
made talgo trains attractive 
for indian railways was the 
fact that it can be deployed 
on existing tracks.  u

Terry Peigh, managing 
director, Interpublic 

Group, was in india recently 
to unveil its proprietary con-
sumer study ‘new realities’ in 
partnership with fcb cogito, 
the consulting arm of adver-
tising agency fcb. the study, 
which tracks seven countries 
globally, is being conducted 
in india since 2011 explor-
ing how digital has impacted 
the purchase behaviour of 
consumers. “indian con-
sumers are the most passion-
ate and involved among the 
seven countries that we track, 
including china, us, eng-
land, brazil, south africa and 
russia. indian consumers love 
to dig out information about 
products and services online 
through blogs and brand web-
sites. they also have the great-
est level of advocacy where 
they take the knowledge they 
have gathered and share it 
with family and friends,” 
said peigh. internet is one of 
the key information provid-
ers but indian consumers also 
get a lot of information from 
friends and family.    u

“Warren Harris, ceo & 
md, Tata Technol-

ogies, who was in the coun-
try to explore new business 

opportunities. talking about 
his company’s growth plan, 
harris said: “we are charting a 
high-growth map and intend 
to be quite aggressive over 
the next few years on acqui-
sitions”. the company’s full 
vehicle development capabil-
ities have enabled it to secure 
multi-million dollar engage-
ments with original equip-
ment manufacturers in europe 
and china. the majority of 
these wins have been in the 
battery electric vehicle space.  
“the electric cars segment 

in india is poised to enter an 
interesting phase in the years 
to come. the government has 
announced its intention of 
having an-all electric fleet by 
2030, but the responsibility of 
creating the necessary eco-sys-
tem can’t solely be placed on 
government; private players 
and entrepreneurs must also 
come forward to make it possi-
ble. to meet the future needs 
of our target markets, trans-
formation is not optional, 
it’s a necessity”, he further  
added.                  u

companies and govern-
ments are under pressure 

like never before. the level 
and scope of threats in the risk 
and compliance space mounts 
globally. global publisher, 
dow Jones is helping with the 
fight back by unveiling a new 
product called riskaverter. 
this platform has been devel-
oped by Jim Lord, a former 
us federal prosecutor and 
is designed to automate and 
amplify due diligence efforts 
when looking into third party 
risks. this allows for the 
proper documentation of a 
due diligence process and to 
reduce anti-corruption risk 
that arises from any third-
party relationships.  it does so 
in an efficient and cost effec-
tive manner for the customer. 
as part of the RiskAverter 
launch, lord was in india to 
meet the potential custom-
ers to outline how the plat-
form works and how it can 

benefit indian businesses and 
administrators. “i have been 
impressed by the interest in 
the riskaverter product in 
india,” said lord. “what we 
are trying to do is make it eas-
ier for multinational compa-
nies to manage third-party 
risk.  with my experience as 
a prosecutor, i know that this 
platform will provide the tools 
indian businesses need to pro-
tect themselves from needless 
risk, reputational damage and 
potential losses.”     u
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